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indeed it is their glory. Not one of us would wish in
the least to deprive them of the duties, the toils, the re-
sponsibilities of their high office. And, black event as
it would be for the country, yet (as far as they are con-
cerned) we could not wish them a more blessed termina-
tion of their course than the spoiling of their goods and
martyrdom.

To them then we willingly and affectionately relinquish
their high privileges and honours ; we encroach not upon
the rights of the SUCCESSORS OF THE APOSTLES ; we
touch not their sword and crozier. Yet surely we may
be their shield-bearers in the battle without offence ; and
by our voice and deeds be to them what Luke and
Timothy were to St. Paul.

Now then let me come at once to the subject which
leads me to address you. Should the Government and
the Country so far forget their God as to cast off the
Church, to deprive it of its temporal honours and
substance, on what will you rest the claim of respect and
attention which you make upon your flocks ? Hitherto
you have been upheld by your birth, your education,
your wealth, your connexions; should these secular
advantages cease, on what must Christ's Ministers de-
pend ? Is not this a serious practical question ? We
know how miserable is the state of religious bodies not
supported by the State. Look at the Dissenters on all
sides of you, and you will see at once that their Minis-
ters, depending simply upon the people, become the
creatures of the people. Are you content that this
should be your case ? Alas ! can a greater evil befall
Christians, than for their teachers to be guided by them,
instead of guiding? How can we "hold fast the form
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